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Islam and Christianity

Five Islam pillars 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1.The Shahadah - . It is said that there is absolutely no any other god but only Allah. 
2. Salah) - As muslim faithfuls, you are required to pray 5 times a day.
3. Zakat - Every year Muslim is entitled to give their money for charity  missions. ( It is usually around 2.5% of all their savings). 
4. Sawm -Muslim faithfuls have to buy fast avoiding drinks and foods during the month of Ramadan.  
5. Hajj - Every Muslim is required to go to Mecca and Worship Allah. They have to do so at least once in their entire life. 
Islam and Christianity
Both Islam and Christianity have various similarities in common for instance they both advocate for dressing and behaving modestly. They believe in desirable qualities instilled in human beings such as compassion and charity. They both encourage their members to communicate with God. They both observe kindness, generosity and fair treatment. It is expected that both of their members have to be truthful and always ask for forgiveness whenever they sin. 
There are also differences in the two religion, for instance, according to Christianity, they believe in the existence of Trinity whereby there is one God who is manifested into Father, son and the holy spirit (Yale, 1923). Muslims on the other hand only believe in the existence of Allah and not in Trinity. Christians believe that Jesus was born by Mary who was a virgin and regards him as a son of God. Muslims do not recognize Jesus as a son of God but rather as an ordinary human being just like Adam. According to scriptures, Muslims derive their understanding of God from the Quran while Christians use the Bible.  
I believe that Muslims belong in their own tradition as a religion. They have their doctrines and believes which seem to be contradictory to other religion. For instance, Muslims believe that the Quran and its texts were exact words by God and was brought down on earth by  Muhammad the prophet under the urgency of  Angel Gabriel. Christians believe that the Bible was written by many authors who were inspired by God. 
West and Islam.
The existing clash between the west and Islam has been in force for quite a very long period. It is said that people with the same culture and who look alike might not harmoniously live together; therefore this means it is a uniting factor in a way.  There have been religious tension between the two regions which has been antagonistic. Western culture majorly comprises of Christians who understand that the existence of national political authorities is to facilitate and maintain social order.  According to the bible, citizens should comply and show respect to one another and the state. 
There exist a sharp contrast when it comes to Muslims as their main goal is to bring all nations to be under sharia law. This can be done by all means even if it means that governments have to be brought down. Such kind of beliefs lead to a rise in suicide bombing and other terrorist activities to execute this goal. A good example is the 9/11 bombing that occurred in the United States. It confirmed that the world is aggressively divided into different spheres- the democracies of the west and people who are impelled by radical religious believes (Clarke, 1982). Therefore, religious difference is the main cause of division between Islam and the west.  
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